
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Royal College of Music Museum 

School Visits  

2022 - 23 
 

     

  

 
 



 

 

 

Why visit the  

Royal College of Music Museum? 
 

The Royal College of Music Museum houses one of the richest collections  

of music-related objects in the UK and Europe. Visit us to discover the oldest  

guitar in the world, and explore our fascinating displays of musical instruments,  

paintings and objects that cover more than five centuries of music-making.  

 

 

We aim to create a vibrant space for learning 

and support the understanding of music 

through our objects and stories. Through our 

range of activities and resources for schools, we 

use our heritage collections as a springboard for 

creativity and inspiration for young people.  

 

All of our sessions for schools have been co-

created by professionals and teachers, and are 

supported by our talented students. 

 

https://www.rcm.ac.uk/museum/  

 

Self-led school visits 
Free admission 

 

School groups are welcome for self-led visits. We are a small museum and can experience busier 

periods so we recommend bringing a group no larger than 20-25 students. 

 

Please contact our Welcome Desk team on museum.info@rcm.ac.uk or 020 7591 4863 to make 

your visit booking. To aid your learning, we offer free visit resources with useful information and 

activity ideas. Our Welcome Desk team can help to provide you with what you need.  

 

Opening Hours 

Tuesday–Friday: 10.15am–5.45pm (last entry 5.15pm)  

Saturday–Sunday: 11am–6pm (last entry 5.30pm).  

Closed on Mondays. 

 
For more information about our bookable programme of tours and workshops please continue.    

You can also find information to help you prepare for your visit at the end of this booklet.   
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EYFS 
 

Our sessions for pre-school children aim to inspire and support them to 

access music at an Introductory level. Each session features some of our 

wonderful heritage objects and stories, a live musician, opportunities to 

make music, learn new vocabulary, improve listening and speaking skills, 

and support understanding of topics within the Early Years Foundation 

Stage framework. For how to book, please see the end of this booklet. 

 

 

Hands on Music Workshop 

Capacity: 16 children (adult to child ratio 1:4) 

Duration: 45 minutes 

Cost: £45 + VAT 

Discover instruments, large and small, in this introductory 

music session in the Royal College of Music Museum.  

How can we make loud and soft sounds?  

How can we make high and low sounds?  

With the help of a live musician, children will learn how we 

use our hands to make music and get practical with some 

free play in the museum learning space. 

 
 

 
 

Let's Celebrate with Music Workshop 

Capacity: 16 children (adult to child ratio 1:4) 

Duration: 45 minutes 

Cost: £45 + VAT 

Explore celebration and festival at the Royal College of 

Music Museum. In this fun, interactive session we will 

discover all about festival traditions, decorations, food 

and more. We'll also create some of our own celebration 

music together with the help of a live musician. Choose a 

festival focus from our list. 

• New Year around the world 

• Chinese New Year 

• Christmas 

• Birthdays & Anniversaries  

“I felt that the objects, songs and instrument choices helped 
to capture the essence of the lesson.” 

 



 

 

 

  Primary 
 

In our educational offer for primary, we support the understanding of 

some of the building blocks of music through our musical instrument 

collection. Our sessions are a great way of introducing or reinforcing 

the science of sound curriculum. For useful information to help you 

book or prepare for your visit please see the end of this booklet. 

  

 

KS1  
 

Sound and Music | Timekeepers 

Interactive Tour & Activity 

Capacity: 30 children (adult to child 

ratio 1:7) 

Duration: 1 hour 

Cost: £75 + VAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Polly Swann 

Discover all you need to know about how sound is made and how instruments make sound in our 

informative museum tour. Get to know three important musical 'timekeepers' in our self-led activity 

about rhythm and metre.  

How the visit works 

Upon arrival, we will greet you and split the class into two groups of 15 children. We will swap the 

groups over halfway so that each group will experience both the tour and activity.  

 

“Excellent sessions today, a real joy with lots of great feedback from the children and staff. Everyone 
involved loved taking part; my class were talking about it for the rest of the day and I have had a lot of 
parents come up to me and tell me how much their child enjoyed the session and talked about it at 
home afterwards, something a lot of the children don’t usually do.” 

 

 
  



 

 

 

KS2 
 

Sound and Music | Sound Collectors 

Interactive Tour & Activity 

Capacity: 30 children (adult to child ratio 1:10) 

Duration: 45 minutes 

Cost: £75 + VAT 

Discover all you need to know about 

how sound is made and how 

instruments make sound in our 

informative museum tour. Get hands on 

in our self-led activity about sound, pitch 

and volume. Perfect for introducing or 

reinforcing KS2 science of sound 

curriculum.   

How the visit works 

Upon arrival, we will greet you and split 

the class into two groups of 15 children. 

We will swap the groups over halfway so 

that each group will experience both 

the tour and activity.  

 

Secondary 
 

With such a rich collection covering five-centuries of music-making, we believe a visit to our 

museum is a great way to experience the sound world of musical periods through our playable 

instruments and help students make meaningful connections between our objects and their 

classroom learning. For useful information to help you prepare for your visit please see the end 

of this booklet.  

 

Western Classical Music 

    Museum Tour & RCM Tour 

    OR  

    Museum Tour & Object Handling session 

    Capacity: 30 students (adult to child ratio 1:10) 

    Duration: 1 hour 

    Cost: £75 + VAT 

 

On this tour of the Royal College of Music Museum, 

experience the sounds and stylistic features of the 

key periods of music history. Perfect to introduce or 

reinforce teaching on classical music, the growth 

and development of the orchestra, composition and performance contexts. Discover what It's like 

to study at a musical conservatoire with our short tour with a current student.          

 

How this session works 

Upon arrival, we will greet you and split the class into two groups of 15. 

Each group will rotate so that pupils experience both tours.  

 



 

 

 

Combined visits 

 
Hoping to bring more than 30 children?  

It is possible to bring up to two classes of 30 for an extended visit 

to the Royal College of Music through additional activities. These 

are subject to availability.  

 

 

Museum and Sparks Gamelan 

Museum tour & Gamelan Workshop 

Capacity: 60 children 

Duration: Approx. 2 hours (Group of 60 split: 1 hour museum tour, 1 hour gamelan - swap) 

Cost: Museum tour £35 + VAT | Gamelan workshop £ price on enquiry (workshop length can vary) 

 

The gamelan is the traditional orchestra of 

Indonesia, and the Royal College of Music has 

one of the largest sets in Europe. Gamelan has 

established itself at the centre of music 

education in the UK and features in the GCSE 

music course. RCM Sparks offers practical and 

creative gamelan workshops for groups of up 

to 30 people. People of all ages (early years 

upwards) including those with disabilities, can 

enjoy gamelan workshops. Playing the 

gamelan is both fun and relaxing, requires no 

previous experience, and sessions can be 

tailored to suit the needs of each group. 

 

Gamelan workshops are subject to availability and can be booked as a single activity or as a 

joint session with the Museum (for larger groups).  

Please contact gamelan@rcm.ac.uk for more information. 
 

Why not also find out more about RCM Sparks, the Royal College of Music’s learning and 

participation programme? RCM Sparks present one free lunchtime concert every term 

specially tailored for school children plus many other events at weekends and in school 

holidays. www.rcm.ac.uk/sparks/events 
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Book & prepare for your visit 

 

To make a booking 
 

Self-led visits: Contact our Welcome Desk team on museum.info@rcm.ac.uk or 020 7591 4863. 

 

Workshops, Tours and Combined Visits: Please send an enquiry to museum.info@rcm.ac.uk and they 

will put you in touch with the Museum Learning Officer. You may be required to complete a 

booking form which simply makes sure we have all the information we need to make your visit a 

smooth success! 

 

Prices & payment methods 

We offer all our sessions 'at cost', which means we don't profit from our sessions. However, we know 

budgets can be tight, so please get in touch if this is a barrier.  

You will receive email confirmation once your session is confirmed.  

Payment options include: 

• Credit or debit card payment on the day or in advance over the phone if you prefer 

• Invoice in advance of or after the visit. Invoices should be paid within 30 days. If exceeded, 

we will not book any further session with your school until the invoice is paid.  

• We do not accept cash 

 

Cancellation Policy 
 

We appreciate that sometimes plans can change. If you need to change your booking, please 

contact us as soon as possible. We can’t guarantee to accommodate all requests but we will work 

with you to facilitate any changes.  

 

If you need to cancel your booking, and do not wish to change your date: 

• 4 weeks’ notice no charge 

• 2-4 weeks’ notice 50% charge 

• less than 2 weeks’ notice full charge 

 

The RCM Museum reserves the right to cancel or reschedule due to unforeseen circumstances. 

Where possible we rearrange your visit and if cancellation is necessary we will offer a refund. We do 

not accept liability for any other costs incurred. 
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Useful Information about your visit 

Getting here 

 

Royal College of Music 

Prince Consort Road 

London 

SW7 2BS 

https://www.rcm.ac.uk/visit/accessinformation/ 

 

London Underground 

The closest station is South Kensington (Circle, District and Piccadilly lines), which is a 10–15 minute 

walk from the RCM. Gloucester Road (Circle, District and Piccadilly lines) is a 15 minute walk from 

the RCM. High Street Kensington station (Circle and District lines) is a 20 minute walk or 10 minutes by 

bus. 

 

London Buses & Coaches 

Bus number 360 stops directly outside the RCM on Prince Consort Road. 

Buses 9, 23, 52 and 452 pass the Royal Albert Hall. 

The number 70 travels along Queen's Gate. 

Many other services run to South Kensington, Kensington High Street and Knightsbridge from 

surrounding areas. 

Scheduled coach services run to destinations nationwide from Victoria Coach Station. 

There are drop-off areas on Prince Consort Road for school busses or coaches.  

Facilities 

Access 

There is step-free access from street level to reception via a DDA lift built Into the stone steps on the 

left of the main entrance. Press the button at street level to ask for assistance from our reception 

team. Lifts are available from reception to the museum and within the museum to enable access to 

both museum levels.  

Lunch space 

The Royal College of Music has a café area at reception level, which includes an outdoor seating 

area. The café can have busy periods and we are unable to pre-book tables. Schools are welcome 

to use the café as a lunch space if they wish and space is available.  

 

Toilets 

There are male and female toilets and an accessible toilet just across from the museum main 

entrance doors. Teachers should accompany pupils where necessary.  

Health & Safety 

 

We provide a basic risk assessment for school visits at the point of booking but it is the responsibility 

of the school to make sure this is comprehensive enough for their visit and to carry out a separate 

risk assessment or preview visit if necessary.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rcm.ac.uk/visit/accessinformation/

